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This poem was given to me by Barbara Collins. I read it and it brought joy to my heart. You must 
know that in order for us to be able to welcome others into God’s house we must know that our pews 
are filled with the frail and flawed. 
 

“I think that I shall never see 
a church that’s all it ought to be. 
A church whose members never stray 
beyond the straight and narrow way. 
A church that has no empty pews, 
whose pastor never has the blues. 
A church whose leaders always speak, 
and none are proud and all are meek. 
Such perfect churches there may be, 
but none of them are known to me. 
But still, we’ll work and pray and plan 
to make our own the best we can.” 
                                             Author unknown 
 
We’re NOT the perfect church you are seeking, but if you are struggling with your own frustrations, 
temptations, and imperfections, then come join us at First Baptist Church of Norton. All our pews are 
reserved for the frail and the flawed. 
 
I love this - think about it! The church we feel most comfortable in is one where the people realize 
they need Jesus. Not the one that pretends they are perfect. God Centered Growth.  
 

 Love, Mark 

From the Pastor’s Heart 



The spaghetti dinner and silent auction were a big success. Over $700 was 

raised to support youth activities! Thank you to everyone who donated 

auction items, money and food, and to those who made a purchase. 



 

Prayer requests from Sunday: 

 The family of Glenn Teasley 

 Lann Malesky has complications from 

surgery 

 Joey Greear and Mrs. Wineberger for 

health concerns 

 Earlene Bays will have cataract surgery 

 

June 4-6 

“Game On!” 

Contact Mary Hagy or 

Vickie Mullins 

 

Beginning next Sunday, April 22, Sharon Greear will lead children’s 

church. Immediately following the children’s moment children in 

grades one through four will have their own worship service. 



Baptist Collegiate Ministry 
  

The Baptist Collegiate Ministries (BCM) is located in a building adjacent to The University of 
Virginia’s College at Wise campus. As a part of the Virginia Baptist Collegiate Ministry, the 
mission of the UVa-Wise BCM is building community, making disciples for Christ, and 
developing Christian leaders. BCM has been a part of collegiate ministry at UVa-Wise since 
1958. 

Membership in UVa-Wise BCM simply requires a willingness to participate, Baptist 
affiliation is not necessary. Annually, less than one-third of active BCM members are 
Baptist. 

The BCM facility is open and available to students throughout each day and evening, and 
includes a prayer room, conference/meeting room, library/resource room, and a fully-
equipped kitchen. Weekly opportunities include a home-cooked fellowship meal and Bible 
study every Tuesday evening. 

For more information please contact the director, Pastor Mark Dixon (mjd8f@uvawise.edu) 
or BCM student president Ahliyah Gavin (acg4r@uvawise.edu). 

BCM Meals and Bible Study 

Mark and the students meet at 6 p.m. every Tuesady to prepare dinner. If you would like to 

help cook or contribute food, please let Mark know the Sunday before the meeting. They 

usually have from 10-20 students. Below is their menu for the rest of the semester. 

 

April 17 ~ chicken casserole 

April 24 ~ Boston Butt, cole slaw, pasta salad 

May 1 ~ cheesesteaks, chips 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A graduation celebration for the BCM students will be held May 5;  
details will follow soon. 

 
 
 



As you pray this week, 
please remember the 
following. 

David & Jewell Ball 

Helen Bass 

Charlene Bates

Libby Bowman 

Gail Buchanan 

Jim Campbell 

Diane Clapp 

Linda Cooke 

Tim Cox 

Rhonda Elliott 

Rue Gembach 

Wayne Harrison 

Emma Harrod 

Alana Hash 

Mary Haynes 

Sue Hobbs 

Rosalind Hunt 

Elee Large 

Maddie Lewis 

Lann Malesky 

Jim & Wanda Manicure 

Eugene Mullins 

Tracy Ott 

Donna Owens 

Roberta Owens 

Wilma Redman 

Leah Riley 

Margaret Riner 

Bea Simmons 

Tammy Sturgill 

Marilyn Teasley 

Joseph Thomas 

Mike Todd 

Beverly Viers 

Susan Gillenwater Wells 

Brenda Whitaker 

Little Ed Withrow 

Our country’s leaders 

First responders, volunteers 

Armed Services men and women 

Missionaries 

Nursing home patients 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please send prayer requests to 

lindawellswalker@yahoo.com 

 

April Birthdays 
6 ~ Beth Walker 

9 ~ Fred Ramey 

21 ~ Heather Marchant 

21 ~ Elliot Walker 

22 ~ Phyllis Still 

25 ~ Virginia Collins 

28 ~ Crystal Price 

29 ~ Elizabeth Zody 

 

April Anniversaries 

6 ~ Jim & Shirley 

Campbell 

10 ~ Ed & Jackie 

Withrow 

“Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. Do 

not be dismayed, for I am your God. I 

will strengthen you . I will help you. I will 

uphold you with my victorious right 

hand.” 

Isaiah 41:10 

 



Contact Us 

 

First Baptist Church 

9th Street & Virginia Avenue 

PO Box 499 

Norton, VA 24273 

276-679-1235 voice 

276-679-3059 fax 

celebratefbcn@comcast.net 

 

Rev. Mark J. Dixon, Jr. 

mjd8f@uvawise.edu 

Phone: 276-393-9882 

 

Visit us on the web at 

www.fbcnorton.com or 

connect with us on 

Facebook.  

Or better yet, come and visit 

us in person! 

 
First Baptist Church of Norton gives anyone the chance to come together and worship with like-minded 

congregants as members of a strong, loving community. Whether you’re looking for peace of mind, a way to 

give back, or simply want to be a part of a loving family — First Baptist Church of Norton welcomes you. Join 

our community, and start your journey to God-centered growth with us!  

 
 
How to join FBC Norton 
 Baptism—You desire to express faith in Christ through baptism. 

 Transfer—You wish to transfer membership from another church. 

 Statement of Faith—You are a baptized believer and come on statement  of faith. 

 Watch Care—You would like to be connected to our church family without official membership. 

This newsletter is published every Tuesday morning on the church’s web page.  

Please send news, photos, and announcements to cornettdiane@gmail.com. 

Deacons 

Charlene Bates, 276-219-4251, charlenebates715@yahoo.com 

Nancy Cox, 276-393-7010, ncox161@gmail.com 

Marty Hagy, 276-219-9949, martyhagy@gmail.com 

Phyllis Still, 276-679-0987, pwstill1@verizon.net 

Linda Walker, 276-870-4889, lindawellswalker@yahoo.com 


